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Ask Me, I’m Positive 
South Africa & Lesotho | 2004 | 48 min 

Director: Teboho Edkins 

 

Thabo, Thabiso and Moalosi are young, urban Basotho men on a mission. They travel with a 

mobile cinema unit through the mountains of Lesotho, screening their film to very remote 

communities. In a country where almost a third of the people are HIV+ they are the nucleus 

of a tiny group that is living openly with the virus. They are pioneers, they are also film stars, 

and are very attractive to women. How does one go about picking up girls if you have just 

publicly disclosed your HIV status? The three young men open up in a way seldom seen on 

screen. This film gets to the heart of their lives and dilemmas. 

 

Between the Lines: India’s Third Gender 
Germany | 2005 | 94 min 

Director: Thomas Wartmann 

 

Between the Lines – India’s Third Gender follows photographer Anita Khemka as she sets 

out to explore the hidden hijra subcultures of Bombay. Since she was a child, Khemka has 

been fascinated by the ornate femininity and captivating spiritual powers of the outcast hijras 

– biological men who dress as women but reject identification with either gender. Following 

three hijras, Khemka enters the vibrant yet struggling hijra communities, openly discussing 

many intimate details of their lives such as their matriarchal surrogate families, castration 

ceremonies, thoughts about sexuality and relationships and the challenges of overcoming 

economic dependence on begging and prostitution. Uniquely engaging because of Khemka’s 

ability to initiate personal dialogue about femininity, sexuality and persistent cultural 

stereotypes about gender, this film provides fascinating insights into a social group that is a 

growing leader in the fight for gender and sexuality rights in India. 

 

First Lesson in Peace [Shalom Kitah Allef]  
Israel | 2005 | 56 min 

Director: Yoram Honig 

 

When six-year old Michal, an Israeli girl is about to start school, Yoram Honig, her leftist 

father decides to write her a letter in the form of a film. Michal is set to go to Neveh-Shalom 

or Wahaht-al-Salam – The Oasis of Peace, a bilingual Hebrew & Arabic school for Jewish 

and Palestinian children – the first of its kind in Israel. Her parents’ decision to send her to 

this unique school is not uncomplicated – her grandfather is a Zionist and her uncle is overtly 

right wing, and as Michal has her first encounter with Palestinian children and Arabic as a 

common language, her parents and extended family face their own conflicts and challenges. 

Every personal decision is made political and the disputes never stay too far from home. The 

film reaches a climax on Israeli Independence Day which is also the Palestinian Al-Nachba – 

the Day of Disaster, bringing all those featured in the film into sharply differing views and 

situations, some complicated and angry, some courageous and surprising – but all 

demonstrating the great complexity and enduring difficulties of the conflict in West Asia.  
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The Journey [Sancharam] 
India | 2004 | 107 min 

Director: Ligy Pullapally 

 

Set in lush, rural Kerala, Sancharam begins with the childhood friendship between beautiful, 

outgoing Delilah, a Christian girl, and the sober, idealistic, and inwardly focused Kiran, 

whose Nair family settles next door. They quickly become inseparable, and in time Kiran 

feels attracted to Delilah, but suppresses it. She finds an outlet by writing love letters to 

Delilah for Rajan, a local boy pursuing her. When Delilah learns the truth about the letters, 

she responds – to Kiran. As neighbors begin to talk, Delilah’s family flies into panic mode 

with arranged marriage plans; meanwhile Kiran fights back, leaving Delilah in the middle of 

a tug of war. 

 

Hearts and Minds 
USA | 1974 | 112 min 

Director: Peter Davis 

 

Peter Davis’ landmark documentary Hearts and Minds unflinchingly confronts the United 

States’ involvement in Vietnam. Cheered as the leading anti-war film of its generation, it uses 

a wealth of sources – from interviews to newsreels to documentary footage of the conflict, 

both in the USA and Vietnam. Davis constructs a powerfully affecting portrait of the 

disastrous effects of war, speaking to senior US and Vietnamese officials and military 

leaders, as well as ordinary Americans and Vietnamese affected by the war. As a film that has 

an immense resonance in the context of the celebration of war in the contemporary world and 

the American assault on Afghanistan and Iraq, Hearts and Minds is an overwhelming 

emotional experience as well as the controversial winner of the 1974 Academy Award for 

Best Documentary. 

 

John & Jane 
India | 2005 | 83 min 

Director: Ashim Ahluwalia 

 

A blend of observational documentary and tropical science-fiction, John & Jane follows the 

stories of six ‘call agents’ who answer American 1-800 numbers in a Mumbai call centre. 

After a heady mix of American ‘culture training’ and 14-hour night shifts, the job soon starts 

to take its toll. Counter pointing the fluorescent interiors of late night offices and hyper-malls 

with the uneasy currents swirling around the characters, John & Jane discovers a young 

generation of urban Indians that are beginning to live between the real and the virtual. 

However, this futuristic world of American aliases and simulated reality is not science 

fiction. These are the times in which we live. John & Jane raises disturbing questions about 

the nature of personal identity and what it means to be ‘Indian’ in a 21
st
 century globalised 

world. 
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Leila Khaled Hijacker 
Sweden | 2005 | 58 mins 

Director: Lina Makboul 

 

Sitting in the departure lounge at the Leonardo da Vinci Airport in Rome she looked like a 

stylish lady. No one would have guessed what she was about to do. She had bought the white 

dress a couple of days earlier in the exclusive shop by the Spanish steps to match her handbag 

and her white sun hat. She held her handbag tight. It was only a couple of minutes before the 

departure of flight TWA 840. She had just met her fellow hijacker, Salim, for the first time a 

couple of hours earlier. They had first class tickets. The gun hurt her hip. She had taped it 

inside her panties. It was August 29, 1969 and TWA flight 840 had just taken off. The 

destination was Tel Aviv, Israel. A short while later she left her seat, threatened the crew with 

hand grenades and entered the cockpit. She took hold of the microphone announcing, "Ladies 

and gentlemen, your attention please, kindly fasten your seat belts. This is your new Captain 

speaking. The Che Guevara commando unit of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine..." Twenty-four year old Leila Khaled had just completed her first hijacking and 

became the first woman ever to hijack an airplane. One year later, she did it again. Leila 

Khaled Hijacker tells the story of who she is and what made her become a freedom fighter to 

some and a terrorist to others. 

 

<o More Tears, Sister:  

An Anatomy of Hope and Betrayal 
Canada | 2004 | 80 min 

Director: Helene Klodawsky 

 

A story of love, revolution and betrayal, �o More Tears Sister explores the price of truth in 

times of war. Set during the violent ethnic conflict that has enveloped Sri Lanka over 

decades, the documentary recreates the courageous and vibrant life of renowed human rights 

activist Dr. Rajani Thiranagama. Mother, anatomy professor, author and symbol of hope, 

Rajani was assassinated at the age of thirty-five. 15 years after Rajani's death, her charismatic 

older sister Nirmala, a former Tamil militant and political prisoner, journeys back to Sri 

Lanka. She has decided to break her long silence about Rajani's passionate life and her brutal 

slaying. Joining her are Rajani's husband, sisters and grown daughters, as well as fellow 

activists forced underground. Stunningly photographed, using rare archival footage, intimate 

correspondence and poetic recreations, the film recounts Rajani's dramatic story and delves 

into rarely explored themes - revolutionary women and their dangerous pursuit of justice. 
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Our America [Unser America | <uestra America] 
Switzerland & <icaragua | 2005 | 84 min 

Director: Kristina Konrad 

 

Our America returns to Nicaragua twenty-five years after a revolution which nobody believed 

was possible. In 1979, the Latin American country had just freed itself from a 45-year 

dictatorship and was attempting the impossible, encountering the bitter hostility of big-

brother to the north, the USA. Nicaragua hoped to triumph over poverty and discrimination, 

within a system of political plurality and a mixed economic system, while remaining 

independent of world political blocs. Kristina Konrad, who lived and worked in Nicaragua 

during the 1980s returns to a neo-liberal country, battered by war and corruption and sketches 

a narrative of memories and observations of the current state of affairs. Our America looks at 

the lives of women who took up arms during the revolution and in the fight against the US-

funded Contras and how they now struggle to survive today. What remains from the dream 

for independence and justice? 

 

Return to Kandahar 
Canada | 2003 | 65 min 

Directors: <elofer Pazira & Paul Jay 

 

Thirteen years after leaving Kabul, Nelofer Pazira, the star of Mohsen Makmalbaf’s film 

Kandahar, returns to Afghanistan to track down a childhood friend lost in the torment. 

Returning with a small film crew, this Afghan woman now based in Canada discovers a 

country that is nothing like the one she left behind.  Through her new eyes, cleared by years 

of exile, we experience desolation of many Afghan lives from the inside and from the 

outside. The film alternates postcard images with landscapes and lives devastated by wars - 

human disaster perpetuated by the US led war that has put Afghanistan back in the Stone 

Age. 

 

The Rockstar and the Mullahs 
UK | 2003 | 50 min 

Directors: Ruhi Hamid & Angus Macqueen 

 

“Why can't spirituality be expressed in a pop song?” asks Salman Ahmad, Pakistan's most 

famous pop musician. The lead singer of Junoon, Salman is charismatic, good looking and a 

Muslim. He places himself in the tradition of the Islamic Sufi lyricists. However, Salman is 

concerned about Pakistan's growing religious intolerance that condemns music as obscene. 

His quest takes him across the breadth of Pakistan into the Islamic schools, the madrassas, 

and eventually to Peshawar, where the local government has banned the playing of music in 

public. Salman's final meeting with city's leading Mullah is both civil and hysterical revealing 

the deep contradictions within modern Pakistani society. 
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Say Amen! [Tagid Amen!] 
Israel | 2005 | 65 min 

Director: David Deri 

 

Now that most of their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren have moved away, 

Aliza and Masud Deri live by themselves in a small southern town in Israel. All their children 

have married, except their youngest son, David, and they have become obsessed with the idea 

of his marriage. They incessantly bless him for a ‘home’, a ‘woman’, and a ‘family’, ‘with 

God’s will’. David however is 26 and gay. He has to deal with the delicate situation of 

staying true to who he is and coming out to his orthodox Jewish parents, while allowing them 

to accept his sexuality on their own terms, which means not really accepting it, and 

constantly trying to pray it away. His brothers, as well as his two close sisters, play a part in 

this warm, funny and heartrending documentary which brings out the best and the worst in 

the Deri clan as they join David in his journey to selfhood.  

 

Shake Hands with the Devil:  

The Journey of Roméo Dallaire 
Canada | 2004 | 90 min 

Director: Peter Raymont 

 

In 1994, over a hundred days, an estimated 800,000 men, women and children were brutally 

killed in Rwanda, a small country in central Africa. The victims, many horrifically hacked to 

death with machetes, were Tutsis and moderate Hutus who supported them. One man was 

tasked by the United Nations with ensuring that peace was maintained in Rwanda – Canadian 

Lieutenant General Roméo Dallaire. But unsupported by UN headquarters and its Security 

Council far away in New York, Dallaire and his handful of soldiers were incapable of 

stopping the genocide. After ten years of mental torture, Dallaire returns back to Rwanda to 

confront the past. Digging deep into devastating memories, he constructs a picture of those 

frightful hundred days when Rwanda suffered not only genocide, but also betrayal and racism 

in the arena of international politics and abandonment by the global community. 

 

Sisters in Law 
UK | 2005 | 106 min 

Directors: Kim Longinotto and Florence Ayisi 

 

Sisters in Law is a totally fascinating - often hilarious - look at the work of one small 

courthouse in South West Cameroon. The two women at the heart of the documentary - the 

State Counsel and Court President - dispense wisdom, wisecracks and justice in fair measure. 

The victims of crime - an abused child, a woman daring to accuse a man of rape, and another 

trying to end a brutal marriage in a society where divorce is taboo - are handled with fierce 

compassion. You will feel like cheering when justice is served. 
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The Take 
Canada | 2004 | 87 min 

Directors: Avi Lewis & <aomi Klein 

 

In the wake of Argentina’s spectacular economic collapse in 2001, Latin America’s most 

prosperous middle class finds itself in a ghost town of abandoned factories and mass 

unemployment. In suburban Buenos Aires, thirty unemployed auto-parts workers walk into 

their idle factory, roll out sleeping mats and refuse to leave. All they want is to re-start the 

silent machines. But this simple act - the take - has the power to turn the globalization debate 

on its head. Avi Lewis and Naomi Klein take viewers inside the lives of ordinary visionaries, 

as they reclaim their work, their dignity and their democracy. 

 

Thirst 
USA | 2004 | 62 min 

Directors: Deborah Kaufman & Alan Snitow 

 

Is water part of a shared commons, a human right for all people? Or is it a commodity to be 

bought and sold in the global marketplace? Filmed in Bolivia, India and the USA, Thirst 

depicts communities struggling with these questions as water becomes the world's most 

valuable resource. This groundbreaking new film exposes how a global corporate drive to 

commodify the world's water inspires new movements against globalisation. 

 

Venezuela Rising [Venezuela Crece] 
USA & Venezuela | 2006 | 65 min 

Director: Jennifer Wager 

 

Venezuela Rising follows grandmother and community organizer Gladys Bolivar and her 

compatriots over four days before, during and after a huge public referendum where it will be 

decided whether Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez will continue in office or step down. 

The entire nation has been mobilized – will it be SI – yes, he will be recalled; or NO – he will 

remain in office. Hugo Chavez has been an extremely popular president to most Venezuelans, 

but his revolutionary politics of the nationalization of the country’s oil resources has drawn 

the ire of some in the Latin American country. Most in Venezuela feel that no less than the 

entire future of their country is at stake. Issues of democracy and politics are addressed – 

what constitutes a free and fair election – and is that enough to ensure citizen participation. 

How are elections the ultimate measure of a thriving democracy? Venezuela Rising gets 

behind the headlines and into the neighborhoods of Caracas to find out just how Venezuelan 

participatory democracy works on the ground. 

 

West Bank Story 
USA | 2005 | 21 min 

Director: Ari Sandel 

 

A musical comedy set in the fast-paced, fast-food world of competing falafel stands in the 

West Bank. David, an Israeli soldier, falls in love with the beautiful Palestinian cashier, 

Fatima, despite the animosity between their families' dueling restaurants. Can the couple's 

love withstand a 2000 year old conflict and their families' desire to control the future of the 

chickpea in the Middle East? 


